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WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF COLLABORATION WITH MEDICAL FOUNDATION



PRESS RELEASE
TRAINING OF NGOs ON REHABILITATION OF TORTURE VICTIMS 
WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF PROJECT OF EUROPEAN UNION 

AND BRITISH EMBASSY IN KAZAKHSTAN AND KYRGYZSTAN
31 October – 2 November in Almaty -  three-day training on rehabilitation of torture victims for staff of public organizations of the Republic of Kazakhstan, Kyrgyz Republic and the Republic of Tajikistan will be held. 

The main goal of the training is to teach participants (doctors, psychologists, social workers) the methodology of complex rehabilitation of torture victims and build successful rehabilitation centers for the further application of knowledge and experience in their own countries. The event includes a capacity-building program that studies forward practice in rehabilitative approaches based on "rehabilitation" as a right and as a process. The training program presents approaches of holistic rehabilitation, which includes the provision of legal assistance, as well as medical, psychological and social services.
As noted by Saule Mektepbayeva, Regional Director of PRI in Central Asia: «Today in Central Asian countries there are relatively weak legal and institutional framework of rehabilitation of torture victims. As a rule, in exceptional cases, if court recognizes the fact of torture, the victim may receive finance compensation. However, no other support, unfortunately, is provided. At that time victims of torture and their relatives need comprehensive care that includes services of different specialists. Most studies confirm that not only victims of torture and their relatives need special assistance to overcome the fears and feelings, without mention about specific physical effects».
According to information provided by the General Prosecutor's Committee for Legal Statistics and Special Records of the Republic of Kazakhstan in 2010 on article "Torture" 13 criminal cases were initiated. During 6 months of 2011- 5 criminal cases were initiated. 

At the same time in 2010 Kazakhstan's human rights organizations have registered 263 complaints on incidents of torture and ill-treatment. 

The event is held by PRI within the framework of collaboration with the fund "Freedom from torture» under the project "Strengthening institutions and capacity building of civil society for the prevention of torture in 9 countries of CIS" with the support of the European Union and British Embassy in Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan.
This project is funded for 9 countries of CIS by the European Union in the amount of 1,130,583 euro.
For additional information please contact:

· Penal reform international -Central Asia, Zhanna Malayeva.: +7 (7172)787-674, 
e-mail: zmalayeva@penalreform.org
· Press and Information Officer of the European Union to Kazakhstan, 

Karla Jamakulova, tel. + 7(7172) 97-11- 48

e-mail: Karlygash.JAMANKULOVA@eeas.europa.eu 
This event is held within the framework of project funded by the European Union and British Embassy in Kazakhstan and Kyrgyzstan.
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Fax.: (7172) 97-95-63
	European Union was established by 27 member states that have decided to combine gradually their technologies, resources and destinies. During 50-year expansion they have managed to create a zone of stability, democracy and sustainable development while preserving cultural diversity, tolerance and

civil liberties. European Union is committed to use its achievements and values together ​​with countries and peoples beyond its boundaries.


