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PRI in Russia
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Country Population
:

140,041,247
Prison Population: 

862,300
Prison Population rate:

609 (per 100,000 of population)

% pre-trial detainees: 

15.6
% of women in Prison: 

8.0
% of children: 


1.8
Project Title:
Protecting the Rights of Children accompanying their mothers in places of detention 


in the Russian Federation 2009-2010
Donor:

British Foreign and Commonwealth Office


Duration: 
10 months
Background
Russia has the second highest imprisonment rate in the world after the US. As of January 1, 2010 there were 864 000 inmates in correctional colonies, prisons and pre-trial detention centres. Among these 864 000 inmates more than 69 000 are women. There are approximately 846 babies and small children accompanying their mothers in 13 special children’s units in women’s colonies or in pre-trial detention and settlement (more open) colonies. In Russia mothers are not involved in the day-to-day caring for their child, it is common practice for female prisoners to live in separate quarters to their baby or young child, with the exception of two colonies where joint accommodation is provided. This absence of a main care-giver affects the physical, psychological and mental development of the child. It also limits the opportunity for mothers to bond with their children and develop the maternal skills they will need on release. In many parts of the world, there is no legislative reference to this unique group of young children at risk instead they are ignored. When a child remains incarcerated with its mother it should only be in the best interest of the child. In Russia, the lack of recognition of children imprisoned with their mothers as a vulnerable group appears to be in the best interest of the prison system rather than the child.   
Overall Objective
To promote the rights of babies and young children accompanying their mothers in places of detention in Russia 
Specific Objectives
1. To develop policies and procedures that promote the rights of babies and young children who accompany their mothers in prison that are in line with the Convention on the Rights of the Child and other international standards

2. To raise awareness among relevant government agencies, NGOs and monitoring bodies about the current situation facing babies and young children accompany their mothers in places of detention

To fulfil these objective the following activities will be carried out

· Collate up-to-date information on the current situation of babies and young children imprisoned with their mothers, the problems and needs facing them, the existing programmes for mothers and babies in places of detention. This information will be part of a wider project report.

· Analyse existing legislation on this issue in line with the Convention on the Rights of the Child. This information will be part of a wider project report.  

· Produce a report on the current situation and existing legislation for babies and young children accompanying their mothers in places of detention

· Conduct roundtables in order to discuss recommendations on legislation and practice with prison personnel , facilitate interaction between government bodies and local NGOs

· Meet with representatives of the government including the Federal Prison and Punishment Agency (FSIN) and Ministry of Health Protection and Social Development and with NGOs to develop the policies and procedures on the rights of babies and young children accompanying their mothers in places of detention

Results 
This project successfully succeeded in highlighting the need to address the issue of the rights of children accompanying their mothers in places of detention in Russia at a governmental and non-governmental level. The State Duma of the Russian Federation, public chamber of the Russian Federation’s committee on children, Ombudsmen of Russia, regional departments of FSIN and monitoring commissions in 50 regions have become engaged in the awareness raising campaign for the protection of the rights of babies and small children imprisoned with their mothers and will incorporate this issue into their work.  
The project produced a report on the treatment of children accompanying their mothers in places of detention, in practice and in legislation that is in line with the standards stipulated in the Convention on the Rights of the Child. This report will be used by the FSIN to develop a new strategy towards protecting this vulnerable group.  

Before this project there were no clear guidelines on the treatment of babies and small children accompanying their mothers in places of detention. Now a set of policy and procedures has been agreed with the FSIN and a working group at the Public Council at the Director of FSIN has been established for their promotion and implementation. 
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