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PRI in Ukraine
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Country Population:

45,700,395
Prison Population
: 

144,380
Prison Population rate:

314 (per 100,000 of population)

% pre-trial detainees: 

24.5
% of women in Prison: 

6.1
% of children: 


2.1

Project Title:
Development of the public monitoring system in Ukraine 2007 - 2009
Donor:

Irish Aid

Key partners: 
Informal partnerships with various local human rights NGOs
Duration: 
24 months 
Background:
Ukraine has ratified the major human rights conventions and is a member of the Council of Europe, however Ukraine’s efforts to achieve European standards are hampered by failure to consolidate achievements and inconsistent understanding and interpretation of those standards among rule of law professionals, including the prison service. Since the 2008 ratification of the OPCAT Ukraine has demonstrated its willingness to create a more open criminal justice system.  

Overall objective
Building openness and transparency in Ukraine’s penitentiary system through the development and strengthening of public control, and recognition of public control as a pre-condition for human rights in prisons.
Specific objectives
· Collection and analysis of practical experience in public monitoring by international (working in Ukraine) and national public organisations and monitoring commissions

· Establishment of informational resources (through the creation of an information centre) for all bodies, state and non-governmental, involved in public monitoring

· Development of practical methods of work on public control in prisons by means of trainings, internships and study visits in Kazakhstan and a western European country

· Raising prestige and ensuring public approval of the work on monitoring through a competition for “the best public monitor” among the members of the monitoring commission and public organisations and information campaign in media

· Developing the overall concept of public monitoring in the Ukraine context and drafting laws regulating activities on public control in prisons, care of prisoners, and the need for social re-integration on release. This will include arranging public hearings to discuss these draft laws

· Working out methods and assessment criteria for behaviour of prisoners in prisons to support the work of prison visitors
Activities included

· Developing practical methodologies of public monitoring bodies through training on monitoring in prisons and to raise the reputation of public monitoring work in general society

· Training programmes for human rights activists involved in public control 

· Study visits to Kazakhstan and UK 

· Publishing information on principles and practices 

· Developing of methods and assessment criteria for conduct of prisoners for the use of prison visitors – so called “a model of assessment of law-abiding behaviour”

· Holding a competition for best public monitor- to be selected from the monitoring commissions

· Raising awareness through press and TV
Results
The project achieved its overall objective of developing the public monitoring system in Ukraine in places of confinement.  The Ministry of Justice and the State Department on the Execution of Punishments has acknowledged the publication PRI produced for this project outlining the principles for independent public control of places of detention. They are currently reviewing the existing regulation for monitoring commissions in order to amend it in the light of the project activities. 

Other results included

· An Information Resource Center was established  with 500 different books and printing materials in its library, a project website was developed and a quarterly newsletter was printed and distributed
· 20 special articles were prepared and placed in the mass media; 22 journalists actively cooperated with the project; 

· Representatives of national NGOs and human rights activists took part in training, research and public events conducted within the framework of the project

· About 1 million people took part in an information campaign, consultations and accessed the project web site;

· Publication of Guidelines for Public Assessment of Offender’s Behaviour
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