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	EUROPEAN UNION
	COALITION OF KAZAKHSTAN NGOs AGAINST TORTURE

	PENAL REFORM INTERNATIONAL - CENTRAL ASIA


PRESS RELEASE
 ROUND TABLE IN ASTANA
WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF EUROPEAN UNION PROJECT "STRENGTHENING OF INSTITUTIONS

AND CAPACITY BUILDING OF CIVIL SOCIETY

TO PREVENT TORTURE IN 9 COUNTRIES OF THE CIS "
Date of distribution: 

12 September 2011

Penal Reform International ( PRI) Central Asia and the Coalition of Kazakhstan NGOs against torture, - Are pleased to announce that on 14 September 2011 in Astana a round table will be held on «Improvement of mechanisms to investigate cases of torture in the Republic of Kazakhstan».  The event is kindly supported by the European Union. 
The Main goal of event is to assess the current situation and progress on the reforms made by the  State in order to prevent torture, particularly in strengthening mechanisms to investigate cases of torture. Participants will discuss investigative jurisdiction of torture, the distribution of functional responsibilities between the prosecution and law enforcement agencies, public participation in the investigation of torture, and ensuring transparency of procedural safeguards.
As noted by Saule Mektebayeva, Regional Director of PRI in Central Asia. "…[t]oday, according to the scheme of alternative investigative jurisdiction, cases against the MIA should be investigated by the financial police, the cases against the financial police -  by MIA and  in the case of high-profile cases investigation should be conducted by the prosecution service. In theory - this scheme is good and  ensures an objective process. However, in reality the absence of a clear consolidation of responsibilities can lead to a lack of responsibility.

PRI therefore offers a few suggestions to improve the process. The first suggestion is irst – to transfer all stages of   the  investigation of cases of torture to the prosecutor's office.  The public should be aware thatany allegation or complaint of torture by law enforcement agencies should be addressed to the prosecutor’s office. – The second suggestions is to create an independent agency to investigate cases of torture. In order for  both of these suggestions to be effective , it is essential that  the investigation process be  open and transparent and to prevent withdrawal from responsibility. These suggestions reflect recommendations made by  the UN Committee against Torture and the UN Special Rapporteur recommended that Kazakhstan improve the investigation mechanism of torture  "

Representatives of state bodies, NGOs, independent experts of the Republic of Kazakhstan, Republic of Tajikistan, Kyrgyz Republic, Russian Federation and Great Britain are invited to participate in event.

Location:  Astana city, conference hall of Business center «Іsker» (Saryarka st.– corner of Abaya ave.)
Date and time:  14 September 2011 at 9.30am. 30am 

For additional information please contact:

· Penal reform international -Central Asia, Zhanna Malayeva.: +7 (7172)787-674, 
e-mail: zmalayeva@penalreform.org
· Press and Information Officer of the European Union to Kazakhstan, Karla Jamankulova, 

tel. + 7(7172) 97-11- 48, e-mail: Karlygash.Jamankulova@eeas.europa.eu
This project is funded by European Union 

Representation in Kazakhstan

Kosmonavtov street, 62, Astana 010000

Tel.: (7172) 97-10-40, Fax.: (7172) 97-95-63
INVITATION FOR MASS MEDIA
ROUND TABLE IN ASTANA

WITHIN THE FRAMEWORK OF EUROPEAN UNION PROJECT "STRENGTHENING OF INSTITUTIONS

AND CAPACITY BUILDING OF CIVIL SOCIETY

TO PREVENT TORTURE IN 9 COUNTRIES OF THE CIS "
14 September 2011 
Astana city, conference hall of Business center «Іsker»

(Saryarka st.– corner of Abaya ave.)

Registration: from 09.00 till 09.30

Round table: from 9.30 till 17.00, first coffee-break at 11.00 
The event is held with the participation of senior officials of:

· Administration of Head of state;
· Bodies of Constitutional control of the Republic of Kazakhstan;
· Ministries of the Republic of Kazakhstan;
· Prosecutor bodies of the Republic of Kazakhstan;
· Court system of the Republic of Kazakhstan ;
· Academicals;
· International and non-governmental organizations;
· International experts.
Organizes of event are Coalition of Kazakhstan NGOs against torture, Penal reform international -Central Asia with supporting of European Union.

Main goal of event – assess the current situation and progress on the reforms made by State in order to prevent torture. In particular participants will discuss strengthening mechanisms to investigate cases of torture.
INFORMATION FOR EDITORS: 

· Mass media are invited to the conference as well as to a coffee break, lunch and banquet..

· Possible interviews with individual speakers.

· Conference in English and Russian with simultaneous translation.

 To confirm your participation and for additional information please contact:

· Penal reform international -Central Asia, Zhanna Malayeva.: +7 (7172)787-674, 
e-mail: zmalayeva@penalreform.org
· Press and Information Officer of the European Union to Kazakhstan, Karla Jamankulova, 
tel. + 7(7172) 97-11- 48, e-mail: Karlygash.Jamankulova@eeas.europa.eu 
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